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Policy Summary

Universities (academic institutions) of The Texas A&M University System are responsible for the
establishment of core curriculum, subject to the approval of the president, provost and the Board
of Regents (board) and in compliance with Section 51.315 of the Texas Education Code. This
policy provides for the acceptance of transfer credits from other public academic institutions of
higher education that fall under the common core curriculum.

Definitions

Click to view Definitions.

Policy

1.

Each institution of higher education that offers an undergraduate academic degree program
develops its core curriculum by using the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board-
approved purpose, core objectives, and foundational component areas of the Texas Core
Curriculum.

The responsibility for the proposal of core curriculum at each academic institution rests with
the faculty, subject to the approval of the respective chief academic officer, chief executive
officer, the chancellor, and the board. Ultimate authority for curriculum rests with institution,
under the direction of the board. All courses included in the core curriculum must be:

a) foundational and fundamental to a sound postsecondary education,

b) necessary to prepare students for civic and professional life,

c) equip students for participation in the workforce and in the betterment of society, and

d) ensure breadth of knowledge in compliance with applicable accreditation standards.

No less than once every five years, the board will conduct a comprehensive review of each
university’s core curriculum. The board will consider the potential costs the curriculum may
impose on students and ensure the university’s core curriculum meets the criteria established
in section 2. The board may appoint a committee to assist in carrying out its duties, to include
full-time faculty employed by the university, administrators, community leaders, industry
representatives, and others.
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4. No later than January 1 of each academic year in which a review is conducted, and the board
must certify compliance to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and each standing
legislative committee and subcommittee with primary jurisdiction over higher education.

5. Academic institutions must accept for transfer all courses identified in the Texas Common
Course Numbering System and published in the Academic Course Guide Manual. Academic
institutions are not required to apply these credits to specific degree programs.

6. Institutional admissions and grading policies are not restricted by this policy as long as transfer
students and native students are treated in a like manner with respect to courses in the core
curriculum.

Related Statutes, Policies, or Requirements

19 Tex. Admin. Code Part 1, Ch. 4, Subch. B

Tex. Educ. Code § 51.315 (as enacted by S.B. 37, § 1.01, effective September 1, 2025).

Tex. Educ. Code § 61.821-61.832

Texas Core Curriculum (TCC) - Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board

Member Rule Requirements

A rule is not required to supplement this policy.

Contact Office

Academic Affairs
(979) 458-6072
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